
 

VOLUME XXVIX FEBRUARY 10TH 2016

Enjoy the 
wonders  
of winter

February the 14th just in case you guys forget…



The NALCASTER is a publication of, by and for the 
members of Pagoda Branch# 258, NALC Reading Pa. 
The opinions expressed herein, may but do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Editor or Branch #258. All 
contributions are welcome. you may use any items in this 
newsletter, just inform your readers of the source.  

N.A.L.C. PAGODA BRANCH 258 
READING PA OFFICERS 2015 

Officers 		            	Name              		Telephone 
President  Fred  Ranalli, Jr                610-678-2512 
  
Vice President Rich McDonough       484-955-4267 
Treasurer  Michele Schaeffer              610-916-1324 
Secretary   Paul Purcell                     610-451-0244 
Trustees:  Jason Taylor                       570-617-1124 
   Dominic Tumminello                    610-775-4263 
   Dave Dry                                        
484-797-7906 
Health Plan Rep. Bill Lodek             610-678-9031 
AFL-CIO  Sharon Unger                  610-921-0394 
Sergeant at Arms Ed Gensemer        484-638-3067 
NALCaster editors   Bradley Snyder    717-405-0124                            
Director of Archives  Andy Gelsinger     610-378—0417 

Shop Stewards 
Stations		       Steward		  Telephone 
19601-11          Jason Taylor               570-617-1124 
19602-06          Aaron O’Brien          484-955-0917 
19604-05         Juan Munoz               610-373-8201 
19607               Mark Swarmer           610-856-1662 
19608-09         Paul Purcell              610-451-0244 
19610               Dave Dry                 484-797-7906 
19508              Rich McDonough     484-955-4267 
19518               Harry  Enright         610-385-9078 
19526              Judy Snitzer              570-573-2689 
19522              Steve Fenstermacher   484-201-0193 
19530              Tim Fisher                 610-207-0204 
19540              Rich McDonough       484-955-0917 
19551              Rich McDounough     484-955-0917 
19555              Robert Oswald             610-451-5114 
19560             Bea Shurr                    610-926-3279 
19565              Rich McDonough        484-955-0917 
19567             Robert Clark               610-589-1469 

Committees 
Step A designee   Rich McDonough   484 955 4267 
Associate Off. Grievance Chmn Rich McDonough 
Labor Management Team   
      Fred Ranalli Jr.                  610-678-2512 
      Rich McDonough                484-955-4267 
Food Drive   Paul Purcell           610-451-0244 
Legislative   Ed Gensemer           484 638-3067 
Workman’s Comp Rep    Bill Lodek  610-678-9031 
MDA      Jason Taylor                 570-617-1124 
CCA Rep     Rich Miller             610-568-8902 
Director of Retirees Dale Conrad  610-944-9072 

UNION OFFICE 1251 N. Front St.  

N.A.L.C 
HEALTH BENEFIT PLAN 
SERVICE LINES 
General Claims Inquiries   1888 636 6252 
Hospital Pre-certification (required) 1800 622 
6252 
Prerecorded Benefits Information  1888 636 
6252 
Prescription Customer Service Line  1800 933 
6252

 
MOVING? 

Let us know… before you go! 

name____________________________________ 

Old address 
________________________________________
________________________________________
__________________ 
New address 
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________ 

telephone # 
_______________________________________ 

OR E-MAIL US @ nalcbranch258@yahoo.com

“Its hard to wait around for something 
you know might never happen; but its 
harder to give up when you know its 
everything you want.” 

mailto:nalcbranch258@yahoo.com
mailto:nalcbranch258@yahoo.com


 

 

 

The URL box 
helpful websites  that you might find usefull 

nalc258.com 
nalc.org 
facebook: National Association of 
Letter Carriers (closed group) 
mailmanstuff.com 
nalc599.com 
branch343.org

Remember, if you ever need a 
helping hand, it's at the end of 
your arm, as you get older, 
remember you have another hand: 
The first is to help yourself, the 
second is to help others. 
Audrey Hepburn 

Regular Monthly Meeting 
NALC BRANCH 258 
ON WEDNESDAY 

February 10th  
At our new location! 
1251 North Front St. 
Reading, Pa 19601 

Retiree’s Breakfast, 
On the Third Thursday of every 
month, retiree’s gather for breakfast 
and share stories and brotherhood 
and sisterhood. Wives, husbands and  
significant others are always 
welcome. Join us in February and 
March at the Wyomissing Family 
restaurant at 9:00 AM. Call Sally 
Urban for more information 484 797 

Be sure to take your full 10 minute 
breaks and 30 minute lunch

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/a/audreyhepb126745.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/a/audreyhepb126745.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/a/audreyhepb126745.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/a/audreyhepb126745.html
http://mailmanstuff.com
http://nalc599.com
http://branch343.org
http://mailmanstuff.com
http://nalc599.com
http://branch343.org


President’s Message 
I would like to thank everyone for the great effort to make The George Cook Memorial  

Family Christmas Adoption Program a big success again this year.  I want to thank you  

for your support with whatever capacity you were involved with this program. The event  

was well attended. Our National Executive Vice-President Tim O’Malley and his wife  

Sue, NBA Bill Lucini and RAA Dave Napadano were in attendance to show their support 

and donated to our program. A Big Thank You goes out to them for all they do. The  

adopted families and Doug Graybill from Veterans Making a Difference were so grateful  

for our much needed help. 

 Many local businesses have supported and donated to this year’s event as in the past. I 

would ask our membership to patronize them and thank them for their on-going support. 

That list includes Sneaker Villa, Victor Emmanuel II, Berks Packing, Pepsi, Giant, Weis  

Markets, Mama’s Pizza, Target and Kohl’s. They all donated or gave us a discount on  

goods needed for the celebration. We would also like to thank NALC Branch 273  

Lancaster, Pa. for their generous donation. Marcos Santiago, one of their members  

attended and showed interest in starting something similar in Lancaster. We offered him 

our help if needed. I wish I could fully express the joy this programs brings to everyone  

involved. It is surely God’s work. 

 I personally want to thank Jason Taylor for his coordination of this event. I also thank the 

rest of the executive board for keeping George’s legacy alive with this event. I know his  

spirit was present with us all that day. Thanks to All! 

On a sad note, long time West Lawn carrier Bob Cavanna passed away in early  

January. His funeral was well attended by current and retired Letter Carriers. At the  

service his family and customers spoke of his loyalty and sense of humor. Bob was  

recently recognized as a national NALC hero for saving an elderly patron on his route. I  

only worked with Bob a few years when West Lawn and Sinking Spring were combined  

but would joke daily with him about work or his beloved Cleveland Browns. I will miss  

seeing him when traveling through Wyomissing Hills. Please keep him and his family in  

your prayers. Miss you Bob! 

 With winter upon us, Be Safe, Slow down and remember your safe return home after  

your day’s work should be your number one priority. You and only you are responsible  

for seeing that happen. When dealing with late delivery, weather, dogs and any other  

safety issue it is you who personally makes the determination as to what is safe and  

what isn’t. Don’t put yourself in a position that puts you in harm’s way. Contact your  

steward if management insists that your safety is not the USPS number one priority. The 

mail can be delivered tomorrow; but, your life might change in a second when  

hazardous conditions are present. Take care of yourself and your family.  

Sincerely, 

 Fred Ranalli



MDA BOWL-A-THON

SUNDAY MARCH 13th  
FROM 1-3 pm  

at berkslanes  
1390 shillington road 
 sinking springs 19608

For signups sheets see your shop steward  
any other info call Jason Taylor @  

 (570) 617-1124



Why should I join NALC’s PAC, 
the Letter Carrier Political Fund?

• The Letter Carrier Political Fund       
identifies and contributes to 
candidates who support issues 
important to letter carriers.

• Joining the Political Fund provides       
letter carriers with the opportunity 
to build electoral and legislative 
power required to ensure decisions 
that impact their lives are made with 
their best interests in mind.

• Only NALC members can contribute       
to the Political Fund.

• Union dues are not used, and       
cannot be used, for political 
contributions.

• Political Fund contributions are       
voluntary and can stop at any time. 
There is no open season.

• We encourage Political Fund       
members to make suggestions for 
political contributions and to attend 
local fundraisers.

• Political Fund members are       
encouraged to attend local events 
for members locally who support 
letter carrier legislative priorities.

Door delivery (H.Res. 28)
Six days a week, nearly 40 million 
residential and business customers 
throughout the country receive 
packages, letters, bills, medications, 
supplies and more through door 
delivery, where a letter carrier delivers 
the item straight to a customer’s door. 
All of this is part of a unique universal 
delivery network that is attractive to 
businesses, evidenced by the fact that 
the Postal Service is actually 
operationally profitable.
NALC supports H.Res. 28, calling 
on Congress to take all appropriate 
measures to ensure continuation of 
door delivery for all business and 
residential customers.

NALC priorities for postal reform
Congress should free to free USPS to 
fully leverage its networks and lay the 
groundwork for long-term, sustainable 
success that serves the evolving needs of 
its business and residential customers. 
NALC calls on Congress to focus on a 
limited set of common-sense solutions 
that would strengthen the Postal Service 
and to avoid damaging its capacity to 
thrive in the 21st century.

How do I become a member and/or contribute?
The easiest way to become a member of the Letter Carrier Political Fund 
is to contribute through automatic payroll deduction. Contact your branch 
leaders with questions about how you can contribute or use the forms 
below:
Through PostalEase (online)
Through PostalEase (phone)
Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)
From an annuity

https://www.nalc.org/government-affairs/body/letter-carrier-political-fund-postalease-online.pdf
https://www.nalc.org/government-affairs/body/letter-carrier-political-fund-postalease-phone.pdf
https://www.nalc.org/government-affairs/body/letter-carrier-political-fund-postalease-eft.pdf
https://www.nalc.org/government-affairs/body/letter-carrier-political-fund-postalease-annuity.pdf
https://www.nalc.org/government-affairs/body/letter-carrier-political-fund-postalease-online.pdf
https://www.nalc.org/government-affairs/body/letter-carrier-political-fund-postalease-phone.pdf
https://www.nalc.org/government-affairs/body/letter-carrier-political-fund-postalease-eft.pdf
https://www.nalc.org/government-affairs/body/letter-carrier-political-fund-postalease-annuity.pdf


1. Route out of adjustment per 
inspection 
2. Sloppy mail (ADVO inserts, etc.) 
3. Excessive change of address cards (#) 
4. Stand-up talks (minutes) 
5. Safety talk (minutes) 
6. Window service (talk to customer) 
7. Excessive parcels (#) 
8. Excessive markup of parcels 
9. Excessive carrier markups 
10. Excessive review of CFS mail 
11. Excessive hot case mail 
12. Excessive accountable mail (#) 
13. Inclement weather (rain, lightning, ice) 
14. Feeling ill - under medication 
15. Inclement weather (snow,rain,heat) 
16. Waiting for mail (be careful, they might 
decide to change your start time) 
17. Late dispatch/distribution (be careful, 
they 
might decide to change your start time) 
18. Unfamiliar and/or new on route 
19. Traffic construction or delays 
20. Mail cased from previous afternoon 
21. Medical restrictions 
22. Thin mail 
23. Thick mail 
24. Utility bills 
23. Marriage Mail 
26. Late leaving due to __feet of mail at case 
at __A.M. 
27. New case labels 
28. Doctor appointment 
29. Odd shaped mail 
30. Full coverage 
31. No vehicle 
32. New deliveries 
33. Deviation for delivery of Express Mail 
34. Delivery Confirmation Pieces(#) 

3996 REASONS

“Do You Just 
Belong” 

Are you an active 
member the kind that 
would be missed or are 
you just contented that 

your name is on the list? 

Do you attend the 
meeting and mingle 

with the flock or do you 
stay at home and 

criticize and knock? 

Do you take an active 
part to help the work 

along are you satisfied to 
be the kind that “just 

belong” 

Do you ever go and 
visit a member that is 

sick or leave the work to 
a few and talk about the 

clique? 

Think this over, member 
you know right from 

wrong are you an active 
member or do you 

“JUST BELONG”



Dressing for Cold Weather – Think Warm 
All Employees 
With cold temperatures and snow arriving throughout many parts of the 
country, dressing properly is an important solution to keeping our Postal 
employees safe this winter. Dressing for cold weather is not difficult, but 
careful planning helps. 
Some important things to consider: 
Layering 
Choose your clothing carefully. Layering is the best way to keep warm. Add 
a first layer consisting of a light fabric that will wick sweat away from your 
body. Avoid pure cotton, linen, or other similar materials, because these 
fabrics retain moisture and can cause you to become colder. In addition, 
layer a knit sweater or sweatshirt over the top of the first layer. Finally, 
add your coat or jacket as the top layer. Not only will the multiple layers 
keep you warm, but if temperatures increase, you can easily remove a 
layer to remain comfortable. 
Protect Face and Extremities 
Your face and extremities, such as your hands and feet are the most 
vulnerable when exposed to cold and windy temperatures. It is important 
to protect your face and extremities from the cold and wind. Wrap a scarf 
around your neck and pull it over your 
mouth and nose to guard against the cold 
air. Additionally, wearing a winter hat can 
protect your ears and head before going 
outside, and lastly, keep your hands warm 
with gloves or mittens. 
Stay Dry 
When planning how to dress for cold 
weather, staying dry should be a top 
priority. It is usually a good idea to get a 
coat that has a waterproof or water-
resistant outside layer, especially if you 
will be exposed to rain, sleet, hail or snow. 
Additionally, waterproof or water-
resistant shoes or boots will help keep 
your feet dry on wet days. If your clothes 
get wet, it is important that you remove 
and replace them to avoid frostbite. 
So remember...Dress appropriately for the 
weather, and as always, if you feel that you are experiencing weather-
related issues, notify your supervisor immediately. 



 

OR 

 

AAA recommends the following tips for driving in the snow: 
 • Accelerate and decelerate slowly. Applying the gas slowly to accelerate is the best method for          

regaining traction and avoiding skids. Don’t try to get moving in a hurry. And take time to slow 
down for a stoplight. Remember: It takes longer to slow down on icy roads. 

 • Drive slowly. Everything takes longer on snow-covered roads. Accelerating, stopping, turning –          
nothing happens as quickly as on dry pavement. Give yourself time to maneuver by driving slowly. 

 • The normal dry pavement following distance of three to four seconds should be increased to eight          
to ten seconds. This increased margin of safety will provide the longer distance needed if you 
have to stop. 

 • Know your brakes. Whether you have antilock brakes or not, the best way to stop is threshold          
breaking. Keep the heel of your foot on the floor and use the ball of your foot to apply firm, steady 
pressure on the brake pedal. 

 • Don’t stop if you can avoid it. There’s a big difference in the amount of inertia it takes to start          
moving from a full stop versus how much it takes to get moving while still rolling. If you can slow 
down enough to keep rolling until a traffic light changes, do it. 

 • Don’t power up hills. Applying extra gas on snow-covered roads just starts your wheels spinning.          
Try to get a little inertia going before you reach the hill and let that inertia carry you to the top. As 
you reach the crest of the hill, reduce your speed and proceed down hill as slowly as possible. 

 • Don’t stop going up a hill. There’s nothing worse than trying to get moving up a hill on an icy road.          
Get some inertia going on a flat roadway before you take on the hill. 

 • Stay home. If you really don’t have to go out, don’t. Even if you can drive well in the snow, not          
everyone else can. Don’t tempt fate: If you don’t have somewhere you have to be, watch the snow 
from indoors. 

WHAT’S ON YOUR POSTAL VEHICLE?

           If you’re looking at the one on 
the right, on your postal vehicle?  I’d 

be filling out a Form 4565 Vehicle 
Repair Tag.  If management is 

unwilling to correct this deficiency 
use a Form 1767 Report of Hazard, 

Unsafe Condition or Practice. 



 
 

 

Work Hour Guarantees 
In larger installations, CCAs are 
guaranteed four hours of work or 
pay anytime they are scheduled 
and report to work. 
In smaller installations, CCAs are 
guaranteed two hours of work or 
pay anytime they are scheduled 
and report to work. 
To determine the work hour guarantee 
in your office, consult your shop 
steward.

Work Schedules 
The service week for CCAs begins 
at 12:01 a.m. on Saturday and 
ends on Friday at midnight.

CCAs earn annual leave. 
Section 3. OTHER 
PROVISIONS B. Article 10 - 

Leave found on pages 
141-143 of the National 
Agreement describes the 
amount of leave CCAs 
earn, the procedures for 
requesting leave and other 
leave related issues.

Weingarten card 
The following is an example of a card which 
an employee can either read or present to 
management prior to a meeting with 
management where the employee believes 
that discipline or termination may result:
"If this discussion could in any 
way lead to my being 
disciplined or terminated, or 
affect my personal working 
conditions, I respectfully 
request that my union 
representative, officer, or 
steward be present at this 
meeting. Until my 
representative arrives, I 
choose not to participate in 
this discussion."

If unions aren’t needed anymore, 
why are corporations spending 

billions to destroy them?

Rate of Accrual 
Hours in Pay Status 
Hours of Annual Leave Earned Per Pay 
Period 
1 hour for each unit of 20 hours in pay 
status in each pay period 
20=1  40=2    60=3   80=4 (max.)  CCA”s 
make sure you’re receiving the correct 
amount of leave to hours worked…



DMS (Delivery 
Management System), 
can be a great tool for 
carriers also. 
If you are consistent every 
day, same pace, same 
routine, and no deviations 
unless necessary, 30 minute 
lunch, 10 minute break, a 
couple of comfort stops 
during the day, the tracking 
can verify you are doing your 
job!

													Extended lunch breaks are coming under scrutiny with 
the constantly updated tracking, Delivery Management 
System (DMS). Carriers will need to be accountable for their 
time and expect to be questioned should their lunch last over 30 
minutes. Should you be stopped for directions or an unexpected 
traffic jam delaying you during your lunch break, make a note, 
these situations should not be a daily occurrence. Should you 
deviate from your authorized lunch destinations, you should 
notify management of your intensions.You must have a reason if 
you need to change one of your three choices; revise your PS 
Form 1564-A. You may revise your form as needed; you do not 
have to be new on a route to update your form. A restaurant 
may have changed owners and you do not like the food quality, 
or it shut down, or a new restaurant may have opened up you 
want to eat at. Many carriers bring their lunch and eat on their 
route to take advantage of the entire 30 minutes 
Thanks Tony Diaz branch 599 President 



 

Make the Call! 
Virginia Cormier,LSW,CEAP 

EAP CONSULTANT 
1800-EAP-4YOU 
1800-327-4968 
www.EAP4YOU.COM

Greater Berks Food Bank
117 Morgan Drive
Reading, PA 19608
Phone : 610-926-5802

100% Union made 
Roy Tailor Uniforms 

SERVING THE POSTAL SERVICE MORE 
THAN 50 YEARS 

OUR MOTTO: PROMPT CUSTOMER 
SERVICE AND ALL DELIVERIES USPS 
PRIORITY MAIL. 

OWNERS OF FECHHEIMER RETAIL 
FOR THE BEST PRICES OF TOP-QUALITY 
UNION MADE UNIFORMS.  
A MEMBER OF A FAMILY EMPLOYED BY 
THE POSTAL SERVICE FOR OVER 60 
YEARS.   

JANICE RANALLI  READING, 
PA 610-678-2512 
LONG DISTANCE 
1-800-298-1119 EXT. 11 

BONUSES FOR FULL ALLOWANCE ORDERS  
MONTHLY SALES

NALC-BRANCH 258                                                                
NALCASTER                                                                     
PO BOX 12584                                                                      
READING, PA 19612-2584                                                
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
TIME VALUE-PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

http://www.EAP4YOU.COM
http://www.EAP4YOU.COM

