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 N.A.L.C. PAGODA BRANCH 258 
READING PA OFFICERS 2021 

 
Officer                       Name                              Telephone 
President                    Fred Ranalli, Jr             610-406-1131 
Vice President           Rich McDonough         484-955-4267 
Treasurer                   Jason Taylor                  570-617-1124 
Secretary                    Paul Purcell                   610-451-0244 
Trustees:        
                                   Tammy Jones                610-960-7498 
                                   Dominic Tumminello    610-775-4263 
                                   Dave Dry                       484-797-7906 
HBR MBA OWCP    Brunilda Cheverez         347-247-0277 
AFL-CIO                   Sharon Unger                 484-797-2220 
Sergeant at Arms       Ed Gensemer                 484-638-3067 
NALCaster Editor     Andy Gelsinger              610-413-8158 
Director of Archives Andy Gelsinger              610-413-8158 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Step A designee Jason Taylor         570-617-1124 
Assoc. Off. Grievances  
                           Rich McDonough 484-955-4267 
Labor Management Team 
                           Fred Ranalli Jr.     610-406-1131 
                           Rich McDonough 484-955-4267 
Food Drive         Tammy Jones       610-960-7498 
Legislative         Ed Gensemer        484 638-3067 
HBR-MBA-OWCP 
                          Brunilda Cheveres 347-247-0277 
MDA                 Jason Taylor          570-617-1124 
CCA Rep           Juan Munoz           610-373-8201 
Dir. of Retirees Jerome Kern          484-256-4906 
Leave Rep         Doug Garipoli       484=332-3486 
 

SHOP STEWARDS 
Zone           Steward                     Telephone 
19601         Juan Munoz               610-373-8201 
19604-05    Tammy Jones            610-960-7498 
19606-02    Jon “Corky” Steiger  610-781-8651 
19607         Mark Swarmer          610-856-1662 
19608-09    John Pelker               484-332-1218 
19610-11    Dave Dry                  484-797-7906 
19508         Rich McDonough      484-955-4267 
19518         Russell Jackson         484-995-5874 
19526                   
19522         Steve Fenstermacher 484-201-0193 
19530         Tim Fisher                 610-207-0204 
19540          Jessica Mountz         610-914-9843 
19551          Hector Lozada, Jr.    610-507-3731 
19555          Robert Oswald          610-451-5114 
19560          Terry Stefansky        610-781-3221 
19565           Kim Brunner            610-763-1674 
19567           Robert Clark            610-589-1469 
 

CONTACTING US 
Visit us at: 1251 Front St.  Reading, PA 19601 
Write us at:  PO Box 12584 Reading, PA 19612 
View our website at www.nalc258.com 
Join our NALC Branch 258 Facebook page 
 

Many thanks to Jerome Kern, Jason 
Taylor, Roy Kline, and, as always, Branch 
President Fred Ranalli for contributing 
material for this issue.  Please remember 
that this newsletter is for the Branch and 
by the Branch, and contributions can be 
submitted to the editor at any time. 
 

 



Letter from the Editor 
Greetings to everyone, and hopes for a safe summer! 
Recently, the carriers at Reading Station were informed that the individual who was serving as our station 
manager returned to his previous assignment, which means that we will again have another individual 
serving in that capacity.  Presumably, that would happen after we return to Reading Station, as all operations 
have been temporarily relocated from there due to flood damage. At any rate, the events of that day caused 
me to think about the movie “Bull Durham.” 
For those of you who have not seen the movie, it centers around a career minor league baseball catcher 
named Crash Davis (played by Kevin Costner), whose AAA contract was bought out. Crash was sent two 
levels down to the A league Durham Bulls in order to mentor and prepare the organizations hot young 
pitching prospect for the major leagues. This brash young fire-baller was named Nuke LaLoosh (played by 
Tim Robbins). 
In one particular scene, Nuke shakes off the sign that Crash gives him for the next pitch, and Crash confronts 
him on it at the mound. Nuke wants to throw a first pitch fastball and “announce my presence with 
authority.” Crash says he’s a first ball swinger and he’ll be looking for heat, but Nuke insists that “he hasn’t 
seen my heat.” Crash relents and allows the fastball, but tells the hitter that’s it is coming. The hitter swats 
the pitch out of the park, hitting a promotional Bulls sign and winning a free steak. Crash comes out to the 
mound, and Nuke marvels at how the hitter crushed the pitch as if he knew it was coming. Crash says that 
the batter did know, and uses this as a teaching moment, which Nuke manages to learn well enough to 
throw the pitches that are called for the rest of the game. 
So, back to the day I mentioned earlier. As I 
thought about the prospect of yet another 
manager coming along, it occurred to me that the 
vast majority of these managers, and the POOMs 
that come and go, and the district managers that 
come and go, remind me of Nuke Laloosh. The 
new person blows into town and wants to take 
some sort of initiative – could be a crack down on 
certain rules, could be to move the furniture 
around, could be to stir things up with some 
changes – or perhaps a combination of the 
above. Usually, these things are ultimately to the 
detriment of the carriers and/or the contract, but 
these people want to, as Nuke said, “announce 
their presence with authority.” They seem to think these ideas and actions are unique to them, either in their 
ideas or in their application, in the same vein that Nuke arrogantly said “they haven’t seen my heat.” 
The good news for us is, we have the people who have seen it all, multiple times, and, by the time something 
is tried, have a pretty good idea of what is coming. And they always knock these offerings straight out of the 
park. 
So my message of reassurance for this issue is to remind everyone that our personnel has much more 
experience and stability than anyone that management can hope to send our way. And if the next, new 
people want to announce their presence with authoriy with any inappropriate initiatives, we’ll have a pretty 
good idea what we are dealing with even as it is attempted. Simply do your job the right way, and follow the 
recommendations of your stewards, and they will (figuratively speaking) knock any inappropriate 
management action out of the park so hard that you’ll see nothing but a vapor trail. You might even win a 
free steak dinner if you choose to spend some settlement money that way. 
By the way, if you haven’t seen “Bull Durham,” it’s very funny. I highly recommend it, especially for a 
baseball/sports fan. 
In solidarity, 
Andy Gelsinger, 
Nalcaster Editor 

 



 
Upcoming Events 

August 6 – Branch 258 Picnic @ Penwyn Motor Assn, Mohnton 
August 9  –  Regular branch meeting 
August 17 – Retiree Breakfast @ Crossroads Family Resteraunt 
September 4 – Labor Day Holiday 
September 6 – Executive Board Meeting 
September 13 – Regular Branch Meeting 
September 21 – Retiree Breakfast @ Exeter Family Resteraunt 
October 4 – Executive Board Meeting 
October 9 – Columbus Day Holiday 
October 11 – Regular Branch Meeting 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Simple Form Which Can Be Used to Send in Your 
Contact Information 

 
 

Name ____________________ 
 
Email  ____________________ 
 
Best Phone#  ______________ 

Our project to compile, and keep up to 
date, a master email and best phone list of 
the membership is ongoing.  To add your 
information, please contact Andy 
Gelsinger at 610-413-8158 (text) or 
slice710@aol.com (email), Ed Gensemer at 
caddy1217@aol.com (email)), or pass the 
info through any shop steward or board 
member.  You can also use the sample 
form in this issue to mail your information 

   

Pamela Heyman, MS, LPC 
EAP District Consultant 
Tel (610) 688-2180 
pheyman@ndbh.com 
 
1-800-EAP4YOU (1-800-327-4968) 
TTY: 1-877-492-7341 
www.EAP4YOU.com 
You can call the EAP or go to the website 
24 hours a day for information and help. 
 

 

LCPF Disclaimer 
By Making a contribution to the Letter Carrier Political Fund, you are doing so 
voluntarily with the understanding that your contribution is not a condition 
of membership in the National Association of Letter Carriers or of 
employment by the Postal Service, nor is it part of union dues. 
You have a right to refuse to contribute without any reprisal. 
The Letter Carrier Political Fund will use the money it receives to contribute 
to candidates for federal office and undertake other political spending as 
permitted by law. 
Your selection shall remain in full force and effect until cancelled. 
Contributions to the Letter Carrier Political Fund are not deductible for 
federal income tax purposes. 
Federal law prohibits the Letter Carrier Political Fund from soliciting 
contributions from individuals who are not NALC members, executive and 
administrative staff or their families. Any contribution received from such an 
individual will be refunded to that contributor. Federal law requires us to use 
our best efforts to collect and report the name, mailing address, occupation, 
and name of employer of individuals whose contributions exceed $200 per 
calendar year. 
Any guideline amount is merely a suggestion, and an individual is free to 
contribute more or less than the guideline suggests and the Union will not 
favor or disadvantage anyone by reason of the amount of their contribution 
or their decision not to contribute. 

mailto:slice710@aol.com
mailto:caddy1217@aol.com
mailto:pheyman@ndbh.com
http://www.eap4you.com/


“President’s Message” 
   
 Hello everyone, I’m not really Fred Ranalli, your branch president; since I’ve been on 
vacation, Andy has agreed to ghost write a brief message from me to include in this issue. 
It seems that the most important topic to cover at this time is summer safety; with record 
breaking heat ongoing throughout this summer, we really need to be aware of both heat 
related symptoms in ourselves as well as looking for the same in others. Signs of heat 
related illnesses will be included below, if you are unsure that something you are 
experiencing is heat related, please err on the side of caution. If you took extra time to 
combat difficulties with the 
heat, let management know, 
and if they give you problems 
about taking that time, then 
let your steward know. If you 
think that one of your 
coworkers is struggling with 
the heat, ask them; as 
carriers, we are in this 
together, lets care about 
each other as we care about 
ourselves. I know that I 
talked about this in the last 
issue, but the death of a 
brother carrier in Texas from 
the heat, as well as the 
historically hot weather, 
really brings the seriousness 
of this issue to an even 
greater focus for all of us. 
Also, I am aware that the 
issue with air quality may 
return, as the wildfires in 
Canada have not yet been 
contained. Please continue 
to utilize your resources to 
assess the danger level of 
the air, stay informed, and do 
the right things by your own 
safety. It is easy for a 
supervisor to tell you to just 
keep going from their seat 
indoors, or from inside their 
car, but you are the one who 
is outside for hours, and you 
are the judge of your safety 
situation. 
The other safety topic is that the kids will return to school soon. This affects not only where 
and when the kids will be around us, but also traffic patterns, as well as issues within many 
of our own families (stress, scheduling, etc.). Please be aware of your surroundings at all 
times, and be prepared for the challenges that the late summer/early fall calendar will bring. 

 



  Our national contract negotiations are ongoing; by the time this issue goes to print, the 
current phase of negotiations will have expired, and we will either have an agreement or will 
be preparing to go to arbitration. Many of you may have heard that our national President 
has been unavailable for personal reasons for a significant amount of time during the Spring 
and summer, but I want to assure our membership that this has not affected contract 
negotiations in any way. Negotiations are conducted by teams appointed by both sides who 
are selected for their expertise and ability in particular parts of the contract, and the role of 
the national president in daily negotiations is therefore much smaller than one might expect. 
In addition, he has returned to duty and will be able to contribute going forward. 
Lets all take care of each other , and take care care of ourselves. 
 
In solidarity, 
Fred Ranalli (not really, actually Andy Gelsinger) 
Branch 258 President (not really, actually Nalcaster Editor) 
 
 
   

 



 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Editor’s Note: This notice originally appeard in the June issue of the Nalcaster, as required by by-laws

 

Scholarship applications will be due very 
soon (same as our publication date). 

Please take the opportunity to 
supplement your child’s education if they 

are eligible; the money is there for you 

Our annual MDA 
football 

fundraisers will 
soon begin. 

Anyone who is 
interested in 

getting in on the 
fun while 

supporting MDA 
can contact Jason 

Taylor or their 
shop steward for 

details 

Dates have been announced by the State Association for two activities. The Region 12 Rap 
Session will be held in Atlantic City on March 10 – 13, 2024.  The annual DC lobby trip (formerly 
known as Congressional breakfast) will be held on April 17 – 19, 2024.  If you would like to get 
more involved in our Union, coming to meetings and becoming eligible for these events would 

be a solid place to start. 

Several bills are currently in the House and 
Senate which could directly affect our jobs 
and our retirement. For more information, 

come to a meeting and/or go to 
www.NALC.com and see how you can be 

part of positive changes for all of us 

http://www.nalc.com/


 

 



THE WILLIAM BECK AND ROBERT BEAR SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 
Local 258 National Association of Letter Carriers has established two scholarship awards, $500.00 each, 
payable for students attending a college, university, or trade school. 
Term of Award: Each scholarship shall be awarded for one academic year and will not be renewed. 
The intent of this award is to help a son or daughter of a member of Local 258 NALC with a trade school 
or college education. 
 

ELIGIBILITY 
Eligibility is to a son or daughter of any DUES-paying member that is in good standing in Local 258 NALC. 
Applying students must have graduated from high school in 2023. 
All applicants are required to be freshman or first year student. 
All applicants are required to have a letter of acceptance from the college or trade school that they plan 
on attending. 

 
METHOD OF SELECTION 

Applications will be reviewed, then put into a drawing box and selected by pulling a name from the 
drawing box at the union meeting of Local 258 NALC during the August 2023 union meeting. 
The selected winners will be notified by mail. 
We will pick an alternate if the first one picked does not meet all of the qualifications. 
The Local 258 NALC Scholarship Awards will be presented at the September 2023 Union meeting. 
 
The Beck and Bear Scholarship Award Committee must receive your completed application and 
acceptance letter by August 9, 2023. Please mail to:  

 
William Beck & Robert Bear Scholarship Award Committee 

NALC BRANCH 258 
P.O. Box 12584 

Reading, PA 19612 
 
 
 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 
 
Date: ______________ 
I am the son/daughter of active/retired member of Local 258 Reading, PA. 
 
Name: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _________________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: _______________ 
 
Signature of NALC Parent: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature of Branch Officer: _____________________________________________________________ 



About Our Members 
 

Congratulations to Janice Ciesla, who has retired from the Postal Service and 
moved on to that Postal “afterlife.” Best of luck as you continue your life journey. 
No more door to door to door to doors! 

 
 

In Memorium 
Branch 258 would like to inform our members of the death of Eugene Gates, a 
letter carrier in Dallas Texas, who succumbed to heat related illness while carrying 
his route on June 20. Our condolences and prayers go to his family and friends, as 
we are reminded that as we lose one, the whole is lessened, and as some mourn 
for one of ours, so should we all. 
 
 
  

 
The following carriers have completed years on the seniority list* since the 
publication date of our last newsletter: 
Jon Steiger – 33 years; Raymond Knoll – 29 years; Stephen Lightner – 29 years; Mike 
Arroyo – 29 years; Tim White – 29 years; George Kurowski – 26 years; John Watycha 
– 23 years; Sandra Stager – 23 years; Jose Velazquez – 19 years; Richard Power – 19 
years; Marlon Bowen – 16 years; Shawn Paffhausen – 15 years; Tom Sauer – 15 
years; Allan Unger – 10 years; Bradley Riegel – 10 years; Jill Pluta – 8 years; 
Stephanie Piccone – 6 years; Thomas Birch – 5 years; Jair Ramirez – 5 years; Anthony 
Leonti – 4 years; Alejandro Cadena – 4 years; Brian Bradley – 4 years; Richard Grab – 
4 years; Kevin Pham – 4 years; Wesley McCarthy – 4 years; Mykel Tucker  – 4 years; 
Phillip Himmelberger – 3 years; Adrian Pun – 2 years; Victor Colon – 2 years; Carlos 
Avila-Perez – 2 years; Kevin Kocher – 2 years; Anthony Genett – 2 years; Joel Aldana 
– 1 year; Thomas Malack – 1 year; Luis Vazquez – 1 year 
*list is taken directly from the Reading installation seniority report, and reflects time since entered into full time 
carrier appointment in the Reading area, and from lists supplied to me of carrier seniority in Branch 258 AO’s; it does 
not reflect time before transferring or before career carrier appointment; any errors that of inclusion or omission can 
be given to the editor at any time and will gladly be corrected 



 

NALC-BRANCH 258 
NALCASTER 
PO BOX 12584 
READING, PA 19612-2584 
TIME VALUE-PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

 

 
Janice Ranalli 
610-678-2512 Home/Fax 
610-914-8436 
 

     
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The NALCASTER is a publication of, by, and for the members of Pagoda Branch 
#258, NALC, Reading, PA.  The opinions expressed herein, may but do not 
necessarily reflect those of the editor or Branch #258.  All contributions are 
welcome.  Members of NALC may use any items in this newsletter, just inform 
your readers of the source. 
 
 
 


