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  N.A.L.C. PAGODA BRANCH 258 
READING PA OFFICERS 2025 

 
Officer                       Name                              Telephone 
President                    Fred Ranalli, Jr             610-406-1131 
Vice President           Rich McDonough         484-955-4267 
Treasurer                   Jason Taylor                  570-617-1124 
Secretary                    Paul Purcell                   610-451-0244 
Trustees:                    Tammy Jones                610-960-7498 
                                   Dominic Tumminello    610-775-4263 
                                   Matt Rowlands              610-763-1371 
HBR MBA OWCP    Juan Munoz                   610-780-8777 
AFL-CIO                   Sharon Unger                 484-921-0394 
Sergeant at Arms       Dave Dry                       484-797-7906 
NALCaster Editor     Andy Gelsinger              610-413-8158 
Director of Archives Andy Gelsinger              610-413-8158 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Step A designee Jason Taylor         570-617-1124 
Assoc. Off. Grievances  
                           Rich McDonough 484-955-4267 
Labor Management Team 
                           Fred Ranalli Jr.     610-406-1131 
                           Rich McDonough 484-955-4267 
Food Drive         Tammy Jones       610-960-7498 
Legislative         Matt Rowlands     610-763-1371 
HBR-MBA-OWCP 
                          Juan Munoz           610-780-8777 
MDA                 Tammy Jones        610-960-7498 
PTF-CCA Rep   Juan Munoz           610-373-8201 
Dir. of Retirees Jerome Kern          484-256-4906 
Leave Rep         Doug Garipoli       484=332-3486 
Safety Des        Allan Unger           610-790-7775 

SHOP STEWARDS 
Zone           Steward                     Telephone 
19601         Juan Munoz               610-780-8777 
19604-05    Tammy Jones            610-960-7498 
19606-02    Jon “Corky” Steiger  610-781-8651 
19607         Mark Swarmer          610-856-1662 
19608-09    John Pelker               484-332-1218 
19610-11    Dave Dry                  484-797-7906 
19508         Rich McDonough      484-955-4267 
19518         Tim Singleton            610-823-7861 
19526         Terry Stahl                267-374-0309    
19522         Rob Bruno                 914-830-8994 
19530         Tim Fisher                 610-207-0204 
19540         Jessica Mountz          610-914-9843 
19551         Hector Lozada, Jr.     610-507-3731 
19555         Robert Oswald          610-451-5114 
19560         Terry Stefansky         610-781-3221 
19565         Kim Brunner             610-763-1674 
19567         Tim Freymoyer, Jr.   610-463-8213 
 

CONTACTING US 
Visit us at: 1251 Front St.  Reading, PA 19601 
Write us at:  PO Box 12584 Reading, PA 19612 
View our website at www.nalc258.com 
Join our NALC Branch 258 Facebook page 
 

Many thanks to Jerome Kern, Jason 
Taylor, Matt Roelands, Dominic 
Tuminello, and, as always, Branch 
President Fred Ranalli for contributing 
material for this issue.  Please remember 
that this newsletter is for the Branch and 
by the Branch, and contributions can be 
submitted to the editor at any time. 
 

 



Letter from the Editor 
Greetings to Branch 258! 
I’m sure that everyone has had a song that takes root in their heads from time to time. The song that 
sticks in my mind as I begin to write this letter is Genesis’s Land of Confusion. That seems to be the case 
lately, doesn’t it? Confusion on the workroom floor, confusion in the government, confusion all across 
the country. We have anti-alien policies that seem designed to hurt as many people who are (or were, 
who knows?) here legally. We have something called DOGE that appears to spend as much money as it 
saves, while directly or indirectly hurting literally every American who has a net worth under 8 figures. 
We have an “independent” Board of Governors who are folding under Administration pressure to name 
the President’s choice for Postmaster General – for the second time. We have upper management that 
seems to be operating under some combination of inertia from previous initiatives and treading in the 
ether of “acting” titles. We have local management who appear to only have the authority to entrap 
carriers into frivolous disclipline, and no authority to effectively do any other parts of their jobs. 

So, let me shift gears to things that I do know. 
First, I know that I continue to be grateful that 
Branch 258 is among the best in the nation, and 
that is because of the carriers in our branch. This 
was again demonstrated at the NALC food drive, 
where we collected over 100,000 pounds of 
food for our local hungry neighbors. Even with 
some challenges this year that we are not used 
to facing, you came through again. Well done, 
and be proud. I also know that our professional 
way of life is in great danger. The latest budget 
reconcilliation package is an absolute nightmare 
for any letter carrier who plans to retire one day 

(that would be all of us, right?). From using “high 5” instead of “high 3” calculations to eliminating the 
Social Security supplement to higher pension contributions, we have battles to fight. Also on the 
administrative agenda are direct Union busting measures, such as forcing dues to be taken separately 
from automatic payroll deduction, refusing to supply space for stewards to work, and refusing to pay 
steward time for fighting contractual violations made by management. If you don’t know what I am 
talking about, get informed! Know that the things that we have collectively fought for, used as a 
framework for how to work the right way, been protected by, and, yes, even taken for granted, will – 
not could, but will – go up in smoke, without our intervention. Do not assume that the voices of an 
active few will be enough; we need everyone possible to tell our representatives what is right. 
I also know that, because of some of these dangers, we will be saying goodbye to several senior carriers, 
many of whom did not yet intend to retire. As a conservative estimate, we will lose at least 175 years of 
knowledge and experience from the workroom floor in the next couple months. On a local level, we 
need to help and support each other as well as ever, be active, and be proud of who we are and what 
we do – as carriers, and as a union. 
It will be a long and difficult struggle to return to a world that makes more sense – regardless of our 
political leanings, and issues that we may have toward each other or the union, the only way to get 
there is together. 
 
In Solidarity, 
 
Andy Gelsinger, Nalcaster Editor 

 



Upcoming Events 
June 11  –  Regular Branch Meeting 
June 14 – Juneteenth Parade and Festival 
June 19 – Juneteenth Holiday 
June 19 – Retiree Breakfast 9AM @ Leesport Diner 
June 25 – Retiree Lunch @ Flanigan’s 
July 2 – Executive Board Meetung 
July 4 – Indepemdence Day Holiday 
July 9 – Regular Branch Meeting 
July 17 – Retiree Breakfast 9AM @ Exeter Family Resteraunt 
July 23 – Retiree Lunch @ Flanigan’s 
July 27 – Summer Picnic @ Penwyn Motor Association 
August 6 – Executive Board Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Subject: Branch Nominations announcement 
 
Branch Nominations Announcement 
 
Nominations will be held at the October 8, 2025, monthly branch meeting at 1251 N Front St Reading 
Pa 19601 for the following positions- (1) Trustee 3-year term and Delegates to the 2026 NALC 
National Convention. 
Members must be present to accept the nomination or will submit a notice of acceptance of the 
nomination in writing to the Branch Secretary prior to the start of the October union meeting. 
If an election is necessary such election will be held November 12, 2026, at the branch monthly 
meeting at the address above. 
 
Fraternally 
Paul Purcell 
Branch 258 Secretary 
 



 
 

President’s Message 
 

      Hello everyone. There are many changes taking place in Washington and in our 
local areas. A new postmaster general has been appointed by the Board of Governors. 
His name is David Steiner. He was the former CEO of Waste Management Co. and 
served on the board of FedEx. This appointment concerns many because of his 
connection with FedEx, a company who openly supports the privatization of the Postal 
Service. Only time will tell what will happen. All postal employees must remain united 
and continue to serve our communities and customers to the best of our ability. The 
USPS always remains one of the top trusted government agencies. Please contact your 
representatives in Congress and urge them to support bills that strengthen the Postal 
Service. 

  With all of this uncertainty, and with the changes 
currently being proposed in Congress, many long-
time members have decided to retire. I want to 
congratulate them on reaching this new chapter in 
their lives. I believe that is everyone's goal: work 
hard and someday reach a point in your life where 
you can sit back and enjoy whatever makes you 
happy. Being a letter carrier is a hard job, each one 

of you knows that. Working outside in all weather conditions takes a toll on our bodies. 
Constant change of work rules and stress from micromanagement also affects our 
minds and families. Congratulations to all who have made it to retirement. Thank you for 
your dedicated service to your customers and the Postal Service. 
  One of those soon-to-be retirees is Dave Dry. Our branch will surely miss Dave's 
dedication in representing every carrier in our branch. He has worked tirelessly 24/7 to 
make things better for many of our members. Personally, I would like to thank him for 
everything he has done for me and all of you. Many of the things that all of us now enjoy 
came to fruition because of Dave’s dedicated work. He gained the respect of all the 
supervisors and managers that he worked for. Thank you, Dave. I wish you and your 
family only the best. I am honored to call you my brother. Much love. 
Local negotiations have started. Management has indicated that they would like to 
change several items in our local. Currently, I do not know the specifics. Our 
Negotiating team will be Richie McDonough, Matt Rowlands, Juan Munoz, Jason 
Taylor, and myself. Dave Dry and Paul Purcell will be alternates and certainly will help 
to negotiate the best deal for all of you. As we learn more, I will keep you all informed. 
Many changes are happening in Reading. The downtown station is being renovated. 
The roof is being replaced, and other upgrades are being made. The GMF is now going 
through major changes, turning it into a S&DC. A newer machine to work parcels is 
being installed. Upgrades to the parking lots, restrooms and work room floor are all 
scheduled. The past PMG's 10-year plan has come to Reading. There is much 



confusion with renovations being made while we still need to use the building to 
complete our jobs. Speaking with management, I have asked them to keep all of you 
informed about these changes as soon as they know them. Experience should tell us 
that when changes are made, many things are not thought about when dealing with 
outside contractors, the weather and other unforeseen issues. Please be safe. Do your 
job to the best of your ability and we will make it through this. 
There are questions about whether other zones will be relocated when the work is 
completed. Will the AO offices be moving? 
Currently, no one knows for sure. As information 
comes out, I certainly will inform all of you. 
Summertime is upon us. Children will be out of 
school. Heat and unpredictable weather will be 
upon us. Please keep yourself aware of the 
added dangers. Drink plenty of water. Keep 
yourself hydrated. Wear sunglasses and put on 
sunscreen. Stay focused when delivering your 
route. So often we find ourselves thinking about 
other issues as we complete our duties. We all 
do it. When we recognize ourselves multitasking, 
we need to concentrate on being safe. When we are driving, that is all we should be 
doing. These days the roads are more dangerous than ever. Your life could be changed 
in a second. 
 Finally, as always, I want to encourage all of you to be more involved with our branch. If 
you are a union member, this is your branch. Getting involved gives you a voice into 
what happens in the future.  
  I wish everyone a safe, fun, and happy summer for you and your families. 
  I hope to see you at our family picnic on July 27th. 
In Solidarity! 
 
 Sincerely, 
Fred Ranalli 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Simple Form Which Can Be Used to Send in Your 
Contact Information 

 
 

Name ____________________ 
 
Email  ____________________ 
 
Best Phone#  ______________ 

Our project to compile, and keep up to 
date, a master email and best phone list of 
the membership is ongoing.  To add your 
information, please contact Andy 
Gelsinger at 610-413-8158 (text) or 
slice710@aol.com (email), or pass the info 
through any shop steward or board 
member.  You can also use the sample 
form in this issue to mail your information 
to the branch. 

Pamela Heyman, MS, LPC 
EAP District Consultant 
Tel (610) 688-2180 
pheyman@ndbh.com 
 
1-800-EAP4YOU (1-800-327-4968) 
TTY: 1-877-492-7341 
www.EAP4YOU.com 
You can call the EAP or go to the website 
24 hours a day for information and help. 
 

mailto:slice710@aol.com
mailto:pheyman@ndbh.com
http://www.eap4you.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



DC Lobbying Trip Recap 
 

At the end of April, representatives from our branch made the yearly trip to 
Washington DC to advance the NALC’s legislative agenda, and to deliver our 
message directly to those who represent us in Congress. Branch 258’s delegation 
this year included President Fred Ranalli, Vice President Richie McDonough, and 
myself. This was my first time being a part of the lobbying trip, so I’d like to just 
say a quick but heartfelt thank you. First and foremost, thank you to the members 
for sending me to Washington to work on your behalf. Secondly, a big thank you 
to Fred and Richie for lending their support, knowledge, and experience to help a 
newbie.  

Those that know me well know that I like to talk politics (off the clock, of 
course). In college, I earned degrees in both History and Political Science, so I was 
excited to be appointed as the Letter Carrier Congressional Liaison for PA’s 6th 
district. I was even more excited to visit Washington. Between the museums, 
monuments, and most importantly Capitol Hill, I was ready to get to DC and get to 
work. 

The main item on our agenda was a meeting in Rep. Chrissy Houlahan’s 
office. During her time in office, Chrissy has been a good friend to letter carriers. 
In the current Congress, she has already co-sponsored most of the legislation we 
support. We began the meeting with her Legislative Assistant by expressing our 
thanks for her continued support. We then turned the discussion toward two bills 
that we asked her to co-sponsor – the Protect Our Letter Carriers Act, and the 
USPS Shipping Equity Act. 

The Shipping Equity Act (HR 3011) would quite simply allow the Postal 
Service to ship alcohol, which it is currently not allowed to do. This would level 
the playing field for USPS against private shippers and generate close to $200 
million per year in new revenue. In a time when much of the discussion 
surrounding USPS’s financial stability focuses on how much can be cut, opening 
new streams of revenue should be a no-brainer.  

The Protect Our Letter Carriers Act (HR 1065) would take measures to 
address the rising levels of crime against letter carriers, particularly assaults and 
robberies. The bill does this by ramping up prosecution rates and imposing 
harsher sentences. It also would allocate funds for USPS to upgrade technology in 
collection boxes to make arrow keys worthless to those who want to steal and sell 
them. This bill should be especially important to all of us in Reading, since one of 



our own brothers was robbed at gunpoint while delivering just a few months ago. 
I’m calling on all members to contact Rep. Houlahan’s office and tell her how 
important this bill is to you.  

With the important work done, I had a chance to relax a bit and enjoy the 
city. Whether it was visiting the Postal Museum, walking the National Mall, or 

participating in a May Day protest 
in support of our union brothers 
and sisters, the trip was extremely 
fulfilling from a personal 
standpoint. I also had the 
opportunity to visit NALC 
headquarters, meet members 
from across the state, share our 
experiences, and discuss issues 
facing our union. All in all, the trip 
was a great success. I feel very 
fortunate to have been a part of it 
and am thankful for the 
opportunity to represent all of 
you.  

Finally, I would be remiss if I didn’t take some time to write about the 
Letter Carrier Political Fund. I despise money in politics, but the reality is that our 
message is less powerful without it. To that end, our branch can take pride in the 
level of support we have for the LCPF. But there is always more work to do. If you 
are reading this and have not yet contributed to the Political Fund, I urge you to 
consider donating. Unlike most political donors, the NALC does not raise 
hundreds of millions of dollars and does not spend obscene amounts to buy 
politicians. Our donations are much more strategic and targeted. Because of that 
fact, even a small donation each pay makes a huge difference. The LCPF is also 
used to support representatives on both sides of the aisle, because we have 
friends in both parties. Regardless of your personal political beliefs, you can rest 
assured that your donation will go toward supporting those that support letter 
carriers. And if you don’t currently donate because you’re “not interested in 
politics,” I have some bad news for you: your job, your livelihood, is political by 
nature. It is in your best interest to support the LCPF, because every single dollar 
is spent supporting you.  

Thanks for reading, Matt Rowlands 

LCPF Disclaimer 
By Making a contribution to the Letter Carrier Political Fund, you are doing so 
voluntarily with the understanding that your contribution is not a condition 
of membership in the National Association of Letter Carriers or of 
employment by the Postal Service, nor is it part of union dues. 
You have a right to refuse to contribute without any reprisal. 
The Letter Carrier Political Fund will use the money it receives to contribute 
to candidates for federal office and undertake other political spending as 
permitted by law. 
Your selection shall remain in full force and effect until cancelled. 
Contributions to the Letter Carrier Political Fund are not deductible for 
federal income tax purposes. 
Federal law prohibits the Letter Carrier Political Fund from soliciting 
contributions from individuals who are not NALC members, executive and 
administrative staff or their families. Any contribution received from such an 
individual will be refunded to that contributor. Federal law requires us to use 
our best efforts to collect and report the name, mailing address, occupation, 
and name of employer of individuals whose contributions exceed $200 per 
calendar year. 
Any guideline amount is merely a suggestion, and an individual is free to 
contribute more or less than the guideline suggests and the Union will not 
favor or disadvantage anyone by reason of the amount of their contribution 
or their decision not to contribute. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



About Our Members 
Congratulations to… 
Branch 258 would like to congratulate Charlotte 
Lydikson, who has retired after more than 26 years of 
service in the Reading installation. Best wishes for a 
long, happy, and well deserved retirment! 
 
 
 
*It should be noted that there are three retirements which are scheduled to take 
place before the publication date of this Nalcaster issue. The editor has made an 
executive decision to include these in the August issue, when there are pictures to 
publish with the announcement 
 

 

  

 

The following carriers have completed years on the seniority list* since the 
publication date of our last newsletter: 
Christian Kulpcavage – 31 years; Terry Stefanski – 30 years; Jolyn Megonigal – 29 
years; Joseph Gagliardi – 29 years; Tim Singleton – 26 years; Rodney Schaeffer – 26 
years; John Pelker – 25 years; Erik Roshong – 19 years; Anthony Laboy – 11 years; 
Ethan Bennicoff – 11 years; Benjamin Neubauer  – 11 years; Alison Riley – 11 years; 
Randy Yoder – 11 years; Elizabeth Moser – 11 years; Eric Krotee – 9 years; Carlos Ng 
– 9 years; Jason White – 9 years; Tara Moyer – 7 years; Angel Garcia – 7 years; 
Jessica Perez-Padilla – 7 years; Jaison Vargas Vargas – 7 years; Marc Tanis – 7 years; 
Fredy Chacon – 7 years; Sandra Speakman – 7 years; David Krall – 4 years; Rurico 
Rivera – 4 years; Alexa Althouse – 4 years; Handell Petigny – 2 years; Marilu Duran 
Garcia – 2 years; Mandy Dietrich – 2 years; Bryce Romberger – 2 years; Khari Turton 
– 1 year 
*list is taken directly from the Reading installation seniority report, and reflects time since entered into full time 
carrier appointment in the Reading area, and from lists supplied to me of carrier seniority in Branch 258 AO’s; it does 
not reflect time before transferring or before career carrier appointment; any errors that of inclusion or omission can 
be given to the editor at any time and will gladly be corrected 

 



 

NALC-BRANCH 258 
NALCASTER 
PO BOX 12584 
READING, PA 19612-2584 
TIME VALUE-PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

 

 
Janice Ranalli 
610-678-2512 Home/Fax 
610-914-8436 
 

     
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The NALCASTER is a publication of, by, and for the members of Pagoda Branch 
#258, NALC, Reading, PA.  The opinions expressed herein, may but do not 
necessarily reflect those of the editor or Branch #258.  All contributions are 
welcome.  Members of NALC may use any items in this newsletter, just inform 
your readers of the source. 
 
 
 


